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Experience oF Mrs. Bisset. 


Messrs. Eprrors. 

By giving the following a place in 
your useful publication, you will ob- 
lige the pious friends of Mrs. Bissel* 
After her death, which took place in 
March, 1813, the original, of which 
the subjoined is a copy, was found a- 
mong her papers, in ber own hand wri- 
ting. 

St, Johnsbury, June 1814 

Having found instruction a9 
well as comfort,in reading the 
relations of others concerning the 
dealings of God with their sotils, 
i wave thought fit to commit to 
writing some of my own experi- 
ence, for the benefit of my chil- 
dren. 

Aisto the particular time of 
my conversion, I have ever been 
ata loss. I was instructed in the 
principles and duties of religion, 
by my pieus parents, when quite 
a child, and remember to have 
had serious convictions. I 
thought, I had a willingness to 
accept of Christ as my Saviour ; 
but ignorance of my heart might 
decieveme. After my child. 
hood, Iremember nothing very 
particular, tillI was about 15 
years Of are. One day ast was 
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at my work, the thought passed 
my mind, thatmy day of grace 
was pastancgone. The thought 
struck my mind with such force, 
that a glow passed over my 
whele body, and the cold chill 
itimediately following shook my 
frame with trembling and aston-~ 
ishment. The recollection of 
my forrier convictions and my 
careless life left me no room to 
hope for mercy. I immediately 
left my workto seek retirement, 
but found norelief. My pray- 
ers 1 thouzht were shut out.— 
My anxiety of mind was 80 great, 
thatit was visible to my mother; 
who enquired of me the cause.— 
I told her my fears that I had 
sinned away my day of grace, 
and that now there was no hope 
for me. Butshe pursuaded me; 
that this was not my case; for 
ifit were, I should probably be 
left stupid and unconcerned 3; 
Whereas my present convictions 
wére a sign that God would still 
be gracious to me, if I would 
seek him, with my whole heart. 
This calmed mv mind, and: ea- 
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couraged me to seek for that 
mercy, without which I saw I 
must inevitably perish. My 
convictions increased for three or 
four months. «My original pol- 
lution appeared in its utmost de- 
formity, and seemed to forbid 
metolookup to my Maker ; 
and the sins of my heart were 
more active than ever. I[-pe- 
cially, that enmity, which I felt 
against God, the opposition of 
my will, and that rebellion which 
I feltagainst his sovereignty, fil- 
ied my soul with horror. I saw 
plainly, that while he held me 
in his hand, 1 was daring his ven- 
geance, defying his power, and 
rejecting his merey; and that 1 
had neithér intlination, nor will 
to do any otherwise. I! resorted 
to the bihle, but.fornad. no relief. 
Its threatenings-all appeared a- 
gainst me, and none of its prom- 
izes could I claim. My hard im- 
penitent heart shut me out and 
my rebelious will forbade me to 
Kepe. It was to me for some 
time a: book of horror—I dared 
not open it. I conversed, fre- 
ceently, with ministers and other 
people of experienee, but no one 
scemed to say any thing which 
reached my case. I oftenattemp- 
ted to pray, but could not utter a 
word, fer could notacknowledge 
the sovereignty-of God. Nor could 
I love him. £ could neither re- 
pent, nor-confess my sins, nor a:k 
for mercy. I knew there wasa 
sufficiency in Jesus Christ torenew 
and sanctify my soul, but | felt no 
sight disposition to come to him, 
in this despairing state, [-contin- 
ued. three or tour days, fully sen- 
sipie, taat, it ever I was saved, it 
must be by an aet of sovereign 
grace, sm that my whole hope 
was. in the sovereign power of 
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Cod, against which I felt such en- 
mity. I used to say with the 
prophet, O that my head were 
waters and mine eyes a fountain 
of tears, that I might weep over 
my helpless case ; but the distress 
of my mind was so great that I 
could not shedatear. As J sat, 
one evening, musing on my 
wretched condition, and consider- 
ing, that in God was my only 
hope, and that, if I'did not ask I 
could not expect to receive, I cone 
cluded; that, though [could not 
pray, I could present myself in the 
presence of God and kneel before 
him, which was all I could do.— 
My soul I could not bow, but my 
body God had given me power to 
bow. No sooner had 1 knelt, than 
I felt a freedom in prayer, and a 
pleasant light spread over my soul: 
like the breaking away of clouds 
after a storm, My distress was 
gone, but I could give no reason 
why, for I entertained no hope, 
and thought that my condition 
was now perhaps worse than be- 
fore. My convictions were gone, 
and I strove, in-vain to renew 
them.. It had always been my 
expectation, that if ever I was 
brought trom the pit of dispair, 
it would be with.the highest ex- 
ultations of joy, and love, and 
praise; but l experienced no such 
raptures, and I concluded myself 
to be still in the gall of bitterness 
and bonds of iniquity. I had tre- 
quent views of a Savior altogeth- 
er suited to my. wants, but dared 
not call him mine, for féar of ‘de- 
ceiving myself with false hopes. 
In this way, 1 lived, for'five or siz 
years, in great anxiety about my 
future state. If, atany time, [ 


had a litthe gleam of hope, my 
fears of being deceived rose in pro- 
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being deceived made me shudder, 
lest, after I had entertained a hope 
I should again be thrust down to 
that gulf of despair, from which 
I had 80 lately emerged. ‘The 
fear that death would overtake 
me, in this uncertain state, kept 
me in continual terror, till my 
wounded spirit could endure no 
more. I cried to God for that 
assurance, which would carry me 
above the troubles of life and the 
fear of death. He heard my cry 
—he set my feet on a rock, and 
gave me that hope, which is an 
anchor to the soul syre and stead- 
fast, and which reaches to the 
third heavens, and assyred me 
that our High Priest has entered 
for us there, forever to make in- 
tercession at the throne. Yet did 
I not attain this hope by any par- 
ticular i impression onmy mind,nor 
by any text of scripture set home 
to my heart; but by alife of con- 
stant prayer, self examination, 
and comparing myself with the 
word. And this hope is kept a- 
live in the soul, by the exercise 
of a lively faith in the Redeemer 
—by daily devoting the whole 
soul and body, with every wish 
and desire, wholly to God, by 
pleading his covenant avd keep- 
ing the way clear between God 
and the soul. 

To vou, my dear children, I 
bequeath these memoirs. And 
may the God of my fathers, who 
has been my support through life, 
be your God also. You have 
been solemnly devoted to him in 
your baotism.; see that you de- 
vote your riper years to him. He 
is a covenant keeping God from 
generation to generation. If you 
seeek him, with your whole beart, 
he will be found of you, but if 
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you forsake him he will east you 
off forever. 
Mary Bisset. 


On sINNERS TREASURING UP 
WRATH. 


The passage, in Rom. 11. 5. 
is selected as a guide to some re- 
marks on this subject 5 “ But af- 
ter thy hardness and impenitent. 
heart, treasurest up unto thyself 
wrath againt the day of wrath, 
and the revelation of the right- 
eous judgment of God.” 

1. I will state some evidence 
of the hardness and impenitence 
of sinner’s hearts. 

2. Give some account of the 
day of wrath. 

8. Show how sinners treasure 
up wrath against that day. 

lL. I will state some evidence of 
the hardness and impenitence of 
sinners hearts. 

Their hardness appears from 2 
variety of the most conclusive ar- 
guments. God’s goodness, which 
is bestowed on sinners, m rich 
profurion, both in temporal and 
spiritual mercies, does not soften 
their hearts. It is astonishing, 
that creatures can be subjects. ot 
so many blessings from Gad; 
without virtuous impressions tow- 
ards him. Yet fact to, any ob:erv- 
ing mind will demonstrate its 
truth. So far, are these expres 
sions of divine goodness . fron 
producing any good effect up- 
on sinners hearts, that, where 
they are the most richly be:tow- 
ed, the hardness, frequently, is the 
greatest. ‘The hardness, there- 
fore is such as not to be affected 
by the law of gratitude. ane 
force ef divine truth is aiso with. 
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out effect upon it. With the 
Scriptures in their hands, their 
hardness continues. The coun- 
sels, warnings, invitations and en- 
treaties of God; do not move 
them. Their own sinfulness does 
‘not. Their own misery occasion. 
ed by their sin, and the miseries 
of others around them arising 
‘from the same cause is without 
influence. Revivals of religion, 
and the conversion of sinners, a- 
midst the wicked, leave their 
hearts unsubdued. The solemni- 
ty of death and judgment, heaven 
and hell, as it relates to overcom- 
ing this hardness, is like water 
spilt upon the ground. The cru- 
cifixion of Christ, to redeem the 
wicked from their sins, is also 
without effect ; they are not af- 
fected by the covenant of his 
‘blood. Common judgments, light 
and evidence, reason and argu- 
ynent, and conviction itself, all 
fail of subduing the hardness of 
the sinners heart. Fact, amidst 
all these things, proves, that their 
hardness continues. It is, there- 
‘fore, like adamant, incapable of 
impression. 

Their impenitence is equally evi- 
dent. The arguments to prove 
this, are of the same nature with 
those by which their hardness is 
made evident. Though their sins 
are as numerous as the sands of the 
sea, they are eager to commit 
more. Instead of mourning over 
them, they are delighted with 
them ; instead of forsaking them, 
they cherish, and continue in 
them. Neither mercies nor judg- 
ments counsels nor threatenings, 
safety nor danger, will pursyade 
them to discontinue their course. 
In their impénitence they persist, 
against the holiness of God, and 
the dispensation of his grace.—— 
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Their sins, and the misery occa- 
sioned by it, do not effect in them 
a spirit of moptning, But fact, 
as well as scripture, proves, that 
their impenitence will yield to no- 
thing but the omnipotence of 
God. . 

2. I propose to give tome ac. 
count of the day of wrath. 

From the passage selected, it is 
evident, that itis the judgment 
day. Itis called the day of wrath, 
by way eminence, because its 
dreadfulness will then exceed all 
preceeding days of wrath. It is 
therefore, emphatically, stiled the 
day of wrath. Every thing is 
preparing for the solemn Scene of 
that day.. It is called the day of 
the revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God, when all his 
wrath will be revealed against 
sin. He will then appear in flam- 
ing fire to take vengeance on them 


‘who know him not, and obey not 


the gospel of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The wrath of that day will be 
unmixed. In the present state 
God mingles the cup of mortals 
with blessings. Thisis the time 
of their trial: consequently, it 
has mercies to invite, and judg- 
ments to alarm. But in the great 
day of his wrath, it will be other- 
wise. The rich man in hell, men- 
tioned by our Savior, could not. 
in his torment, obtain a drop of 
water to cool his tongue. In the 
Revelation by John, it is aleo de- 
clared, that divine wrath will, on 
that day be poured out into the 
cup of indignation without mix- 
ture. 

' The souls of sinners, in that 
day, and the wrath of God, will 
be brought into complete union. 
It is not so, in the present state ¢ 
God withholds his wrath, in a 
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great measure, and does not per- 

mit it te take its full execution 

upon the wicked : so that the un- 

ion of sin and wrath here is not 
complete. But, in the day of 
his wrath the union will be com- 
pletely formed. The present pro- 

bationary reasons, why it is with- 
held, will then be removed, and 
divine wrath be let loose to take 
its full satisfaction. Dreadful 
will be its full execution. Dry 
fuel and fire are both supportable, 
wien separate, but, when united, 
the flame is intolerable. Sinners 
are compared to such fuel, prepa- 
red for burning. Divine wrath 
was dreadful, when executed up. 
on our Savior. In relation to 
that event, it is said, * if they did 
these things in the green tree, 
what shall be done in the dry :”” 
The meaning is, if wrath was so 
dreadful on a holy Savior what 
will be its effects on sinners fitted 
for destruction ? When oil and 
fire are united, how dreadful the 
flame. But these descriptions are 
faint to that flame of anguish in 
the sinner, when the wrath of 
God and the sins of men, are u- 
nited in the strong bands of di- 
vine execution. This will be the 
flame of hell: the flame spoken 
of in the scriptures, which the 
breath of the Lord likea river of 
brimstone doth kindle. 

The wrath of that day will be 
righteous. It is styled, “ the 
rizhteous judgment of God;” and it 
is declared, in the verse preceed- 
ing ** to be rendered to every man 
aecording to his works.” Assin- 
ners have always opposed God, 
God will, in righteousness always 
be against them, As their sins 
have been high against him, his 
wrath will be terrible upon them. 
As their hearts have possessed no 


mercy to them. 
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love to him, his will include no 
As they have 
not submitted to him, he will not 
condescend to them. His is an 
equal and righteous judgment.— 
The wrath of that day to be 
righteous must alto be great, 
commensurate with the evil of 
sin. As sin is against infinite 
good, its desert must be incalcula- 
bly great. This in justice must 
be repaid in wrath. This ac. 
counts for those passages of scrip- 
ture, which speak of the greatness 
of divine wrath, It is styled “the 
fiercene:s of the wrath ofAlmigh- 
ty God.” Itis said, “to burn 
to the lowest hell.” In view of 
the infinite evil cf sin, this is just, 
and dreadful beyond all concep. 
tion. 

The wrath will be eternal; its 
duration commensurate with eter- 
nity. All probationary privileg- 
es will then cease, and the state 
be fixed forever. The miseries 
and cries of sinners will effect no 
change. Our Saviour says, that 
their punishment will be everlast- 
ing ; ‘that their worm will never 
die; their fire will never be 
quenched.” ‘The sinoke of 
their torment will assend up for- 
ever and ever.” 

On that day of wrath, God 
vill turn the whole holy universe 
against the wicked. ‘Thoce, who 
have prayed for their salvation 
will pray for it,no more; and 
cease, every thing considered, to 
desire it. Even he, that made 
them, will show them no favor. 
The holy universe will be called 
to praise God in their condemnz- 
tion, agreeably to these words 
“rejoice over her, thou heaven, 
and ye holy aposties and. proph- 
ets, for God hath avenged you on 
her.” Again, “ they said, Alic- 
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luia, and her smoke rose up for- 
ever and ever.” The pains of 
the damned, distinggly considered 
will not be a mattef of rejoicing 
to the righteous, but the honor of 
justice, thereby supported, will 
afford to them ground of endless 
joy. ‘This combined influence of 
all the righteous in the sentence 
of God, will be awful indeed to 
the wicked. ‘The wicked in that 
day will find themselves friend- 
Jess, adjudged to devouring fire, 
and the justice therein displayed 
a matter of joy to all the holy 
universe. 

3. I propose to show, hew sin- 
ners treasure up wrath against 
that day. 

The word treasure is a very 
plain one. A person who lays 
up wealth, is said to: treasure it 
up. So, when temporal goods, 
or the produce of the earth, are 
collected into store-houses, they 
are said to be treasured up in 
those places. The word is used 
also to denote the vast collections 
of water, in the clouds and in the 
sea. We read, therefore, of the 
treasures of snow, of the rain, of 
the hail, and also of the watery 
treasures. The sense is plain, 
these things heaped together are 
laid up for divine purposes,— 
When, therefore it is said, that 
sinners treasure up wrath, the 
meaning is, they treasure it up as 
the miser does his gold, or the 
husbandman his grain and pro- 
duce, or as thé clouds and sea 
their contents. _ 

Some treasure up much more 
than others. Some have much 
greater capacities than others ; 
some have committed many 
more sins than  others.— 
Some have exceeded others in 
zealin this dreadfu! work ; some 
have lived much longer in the 
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world than others. As the meas- 
ure of wrath to be righteous 
must be in proportion to the sin 
committed, it js plain, that there 
must be a great difference in the 
measure of wrath apportioned to 
the wicked. There will be no 
difference in the duration of the 
punishment, but in the measure 
constantly borne. The scrip- 
tures, therefore announce to us 
a greater damnation, and the 
lowest hell: words expressive of 
different degrees of punishment. 

This wrathis treasured up con- 
tinually, like misers, and the oth- 
er instances mentioned, sinners are 
continually heaping into their 
treasure. It is increasing, from 
week to week, from month to 
month, and from year to year.— 
This accords with passage “ after 
thy hard and impenitent heart, 
thou treaturest up unto thyself 
wrath against the day of wrath.” 
The first impression, which we 
receive from the word treasuring, 
is, that there is a gradual increase 
of the measure. 

‘The wrath is treasured up fas- 
ter and faster. More is treasured 
up, in one month, after sinners 
are confirmed in hardness and 
impenitency, tham in years before. 
The ratio, as stated in the passage 
under consideration, is according 
to the hardness and impenitence 
of heart; and the scripture is 
plain, that the increase of these is 
great. Says the apostle, * wick- 
ed men and deceivers wax worse 
and worse.”” As, therefore, the 
hardness and impenitence of the 
heart, advances by a swift pro- 
gression, the measure of wrath 
mst increase proportionally, for 
it is said to be according to this 
measure. This is agreeable to 
the order of nature as well as of 
the moral government or God o- 
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ver sinners. More rain is collect- 
ed in a cloud, in one hour, just 
before a shower, than in days be- 
fore. Grain 1ipens mote, in a few 
days before harvest, than in all 
the rest of the year. ‘This law 
is observed by the fruits of the 
earth, and by almost every thing, 
in the compass of our knowledge. 
Misers collect more property in 
one month after they have been 
leng in business, than in years at 
the commencement of their trade. 
This is the case with sinners, as 
has been shown by the scriptures, 
‘Their measure of wrath increases 
from day to day, from Sabbath 
to Sabbath, and from year to 
year, by a multiplied progression. 
‘Their sin and wrath advance on 
a broad and extensive scale. 
What is most awful, they 
treasure it voluntarily. Never 
were creatures more active than 
sinners are in this dreadful work. 
‘The miser is not more engaged 
for his riches, nor the husband- 
ran to collect his stores. In this 
work, sinners employ all their 
abilities, and the whole of their 
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probationary time. They will 
spend their nights without sleep, 
impoverish their families, dis- 


grace their connections, endure 


the greatest trials, and wear out 
their lives to be wicked. They are 
more engaged in their generation 
than the children of light. With 
zeal they collect the fuel, and kin- 
dle fire for their own burning. — 
How dreadful to be voluntary in 
collecting such stores of vene 
geance. 

One remark shallclose. What 
stores of wrath are treasured up’ 
for sinners, against the day of e- 
vil. Sinners succeed in this be- 
yond all calculation. Their stores 
are Safely deposited, and will be 
true to their account. Let each 
sinner, who reads this piece, pause 
here, and ask himself these ques- 
tions ; is it likely, thatI am one 
of those sinners, who are to be 
bro’t forth to the day of wrath 2 
Who can imhabit everlasting bur- 
nings? Whocan dwell with devou' 
ring fire? 

PATMOSs 
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On AFFLICTION. 


I know not whether it is that 
your « correspondents enjoy 
greater share of prosperity than 
the generality of mankind, or 
that they are, at least, more than 
commonly exempt from the 
storms and trials of life: to what- 
ever cauze the phenomenon may 
be attributed, certain it is, that 
the subject of AMiction has but 
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seldom occupied a’ placé in your 
truly valuable work. Traces, in- 
deed, of that troublé to which 
man is born ‘as the sparks fly 
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upward,” frequently appear in 
every one of your volumes.— 
Your obituaty has often recorded 
the breaches which death has 
made in the community, 
and occasionally testified the 


excellencies of deceased Chrise 
tiens, and the sorrows of Surety 
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*ors over departed worth; but 
rarely has the mourner been di- 
rected to those sources of instruc- 
tion and consolation which reli- 
gion so abundantly affords. [I 
cannot, however, but think, that 
many of your readers; who, dur. 
ing the course of your most use- 
ful labors, may have tasted of 
the cup of affliction, must have 
wished that your pages had more 
frequently adverted to that pain- 
ful but interesting subject. Al- 
low me, therefore, to suggest a 
few hints upon it; which, as 
they will be the result of some de- 
gree of experimental knowledge, 
may, perhaps on that account, be 
not altogether unworthy of atten- 
tion. Ifthey should appear to 
be more immediately applicable 
to the sorrow occasionéd by the 
loss of friends, they will be searce- 
fy less so to any other description 
of trouble. 

Affliction, like death, common- 
Fy meets us unexpectedly. We sa/é 
indeed, of our fiability to calami- 
ties ofevery kind, like mariners in 
fair weather, of the possibility of 
storms and shipwreck ; but, like 
them, we scarcely believe that 
these evils will actually overtake 
ourselves, though we are perpetu- 
ally hearing of them with respect 
to others, and perhaps witnessing 
the scattered fragments of their 
happiness around us. Rarely does 
any one, in this point, derive wis- 
dom or caution from the example 
6f others. We commonly think, 
hike the secure and short-sighted 
Psalmist, that our mountain is too 
strong to be moved, our happi- 
ness too wel] founded, and tov 
watchfully guarded to be easily 
shaken or destroyed, till an arrow 
is suddenly discharged trom a 
quarter, perhaps, vhere we deem- 
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ed ourselves most free fromalarm, 
by which we are wounded and 
fall. There are, doubtless some 
Christians who are so habitually 
sober and vigilant, that afflictions, 
when they arrive, do not thus 
take them by surprise ; but few, 
Y believe, ever become so but by 
discipline ; by means of trouble 
which has, at some period of their 
lives, assailedthem unawares. Be- 
fore the instruction thus received 
by Adversity, we, for the most 
part, listen to the flattering tale 
of Hope, that sorrow shall never 
deeply shade our brow ; that joy 
shall ever be ours. But we are, 
at length, painfully undeceived ; 
and our surprise and alarm are 
proportioned to our previous 
peace and security. How fre. 
quently have the fairest prospects 
been thus unexpectedly obscured, 
the brightést hopes disappointed, 
the apparently firmest basis of 
human happiness destroyed !— 
Calamities,the bare idea of which, 
when occasionally presented, in 
the midst of present freedom ever 
from the prospect of their ap- 
proach, by that busy imagination 
which delights in procuring scenes 
of fancied sorrow as well as joy, 
has made.u's shrink with apprenen- 
sion, have suddenly been realiz- 
ed, and left the mournful subject 
of them dismayed and overwhel- 
med by the unexpected presure. 
Certainly no one ought to be thus 
unprepared for affliction, nor thus 
astonished at its arrival; and 
when we are so, it 1s, doubtless, 2 
proof that we have forgotten our 
condition,our deserts,and our ne- 
cessities as guilty, corrupt,and dy- 
ing creatures. ] shall not however, 
tay to point out that which the 
obfervaiion and experience of ev- 
ery day may*teach us—our varie 
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ous and perpetual liability to af- 
fliction—or to expostulate with 
those who are guilty of the folly 
and inconsistency of forgetting it. 
But suppose that the trial, which 
of all others we have, perhaps, 
most dreaded, has actually over- 
taken us; 
which like Job, we. “ greatly, 
feared,” has come upon . us.— 
‘Thus visited, then, by: affliction, 
how shall we regard it; whither 
shall we look for relief; how 
shall we conduct ourselves under 


it? Not to feel the chastening 


hand of God, and that deeply, in 
proportion to the weight of the 


blow which is inflicted would ar- 


gue a degree of stoical indiffer- 
ence wholly inconsistent with the 


Christian ch¢racter, and subver- 


sive of the very design with which 
affliction issent. Let those who 
are disposed either to think dight- 
ly of trouble when at a distance, 
or to brave it when actually arriv- 
ed, listen to the following striking 
admonition of a late eminent pre- 
late, and learn from it a better 
wisdom than his own. - “ Say 


not,” says this energetic writer, 


‘that affliction is not an evil: say 
that it is to be botne with humil- 
ity, as the punishment of sin; to 


be endured with fortitude, as the 


instrument of good ; to be accep. 
ted with thankfulnéss, as the dis- 
cipline of God, whereby he trains 
his sons to virtue, and fits the vir- 
tuocusfor glory: but confess that it 
is that which the most perfect na- 
tures do the most abhor; that 
which it is the wisdom of mad, 
with due submission to the dis- 
pensations of Providence, to 
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This epitome of the views with 
which affliction ought to be re- 
garded, is obviously derived from 
on remarkable passage in the 
twelfth chapter of the epistle to 
the Hebrews, the substance of 
which is comprised in the two 
following verses;—‘*My sony 
despise not thou the chastening of 
the Lord, nor faint when thou 
art rebuked ofhim. | For whom 
the Lord loveth, he chasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom 
he receiveth.—-Now no chasten- 
ing for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous ; neverthe- 
less, afterward it. yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness, 
unto them which are exercised 
thereby.” To point out some 
of the more eminent and valua- 
ble. of these fruits of sanctified, 
affliction is my principal design 
in addressing you. , I say of samce 
tifted affliction, for it is.of the ute 
most inportance to observe, that 
to this alone do the preceding and, 
all other similar declarations of 
Scripture refer, Afflicion does. 
not tn itself possess any power to 
aagrsng such salutary effects. It 

s, like every thing else, merely. 

an instrument in the -hands of 
God, which is fréequéntly tised for 
the sole purpose of punishment, 
and is sometimes the occasion of 
aggravated guiltand misery. Is 
is, with divine as with human 
chastisement, that the disposition of 
the subject renders it either benefi- 
cial or otherwise ; with this im- 
portant difference, that as to the 
former, it is owing to the special 
influence of him who inflicts it, 
that the digposition to profit by 
the correcting dispensation is pro. 
duced. W ithout this, chastise. 


ment would be received by all, as 
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tent, with the sullenness and obsti- 
erracy of a froward slave, under 
the lash of an incensed master ; 
but with this peculiar blessing, it 
is submitted to with the meek 
and ingenuou feelings of a dutiful 
though offending child towards a 
displeased yet revered parent. It 
is.to children, therefore, whether 
‘when first partakers of the filial 
spirit, or visited as having already 
received it, that affiction is sanc- 
tified, and rendered ultimately 
beneficial. Having premised thus 
much, I would now proceed to 
ebserve, in the first place, 
That affliction thus under 
the sanctifying direction of the 
Father of mereies, is productive 
ot the most important benefit, by 
the views which it is the means of 
exciting coucerning sin. ‘Trouble 
of any kind is commonly associa-« 
ted inthe human mind with some 
idea of misconduct. ‘ We are 
verily guilty concerning our. bro- 
ther,’ was the united feeling of 
Joseph’s brethren, when first im- 
prisoned by the unknown gover 
nor of Egypt; ‘ there cfore is this 
distress come upon us.”’ Ande- 
ven with the children of God, the 
first impression of calamity 1s 
gencrally connected with the con- 
viction of sin, and the desert of 
punishment. Who that has been 
afflicted does not recollect the 
force with which this prntas feel. 
ing pressed ee his mind, anc 
the almost involuntary emotion 
with which he uttered the confe:- 
sion of the Royal Penitent,”’ it 
have sinned against the Lord.’ 
There is in th?s something far 
more than a mere general convic- 
tion of guilt as a sinful and cor- 
rupt creature, some thing special 
and particu! lor in the recoliecuions 
to which this impretsion gives 
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rise, In the cate either of the 
careless nominal Christian, or of 
the backslider, the voice of Ged is 
as it were heard in awakening af- 
fictions, addressing him in the 
words af the Psalmist, * Jere 
things,” of which thy conscience 
is the accusing witness, “ hast 
thou done, and I kept silence,” 
for a time, * and thou thought. 
est,” or wert beginning to think, 
“that I was altogether such an 
one as thyself,’’ regardless of evil, 
and unwilling to penish it; “but 
I will reprove thee” by this cae 
lamity, ‘and set them in order 
before thee,’”’ in somewhat of that 
convincing light, in which they 
have ever been in the sight of my 
countenance. Many examples cf 
this kind occur in Scripture, to 
which those who are conversant 
with it will readily recur, and few, 
perhaps, will.be at a loss for in- 
stanc#s of a more personal nature. 
In some cases, both public and 
private, there is so remarked » 
correspondence between the sin 
and its visitation by ailliction, that 
the eye of the mind, purged of its 
temporary blindness by the heave 
enly Physician, cannot fail, how- 
ever painfully, to perceive it, and 
the lips, thus opened to confession; 
to exclaim with David, * Right. 
eous art thou, O Lord, and ju: 
ave thy iudoments !” It is true, 
that in the progress of the reat 
Christian’s views and feelings in 
atlliction, this sad association of: 
guilt and pu inishment will be 
gradually softened, and tuccced- 
ed by more cheering, and in fome: 
cases, by saga t apprehensions 
concerntig the Divine proceed- 
the cifect of afilicuon 
2 ceeper convicuiony 
both of the evil of sin in general, 
CWN particular tra:s- 
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gressions. He will,indeed, if he 
be a true believer in Christ, feel 
‘most keenly the ingratitnde and 
baseness of sin ; but he will also 
feel, with a force to which he 
was before a stranger, its folly 
aud malignity, its bitterness and 
misery ; that it is that which has 
hidden or snatched good things 
from him—which separates be. 
tween him and his God,which dis- 
turbs and poisons all created good. 
And what are .the.practical lessons 
which he whose mind has been 
thus opened to-instruction learns 
from such dispensations? He per- 
ceives, in 2 clearer and more con- 
vincing point of view, the 4o- 
ly character, and the moral govern- 
ament of God. He acquires a more 
vivid hatred and dread of sin. He 
‘stands in awe of the Diviae judg- 
ments. He watches more care- 
fully against temptation ; he fears 
even the approach, the occasion, 
and the appearance of evil. He 
saith unto God, *:I have borne 
chastisement-—J qi!l sin no more.” 
Experience and dispositions such 
as these are well purchased at the 
expense of affliction; and the 
eonsciousness of having obtained 
them tends to console the sufferer 
amidst all his trouble. This, how- 
ever,is but a part of that peaceful 
fruit which is the result of sancti 
fed affliction. 

2. Increased Aumility is another 
of its .effects, and one of the 
most valuable and important 
—-[his is, indeed, .closely con- 
nected with the conviction of 
sin. He, whose comforts or 
whose hopes have been laid pros- 
trate by the afflicting hand of 
Cod, cannot, if he be under the 
Divine teaching and guidance, be 
disposed to indulge pride, or a 
lnah conceit of his own merit.— 





The blow, whieh -has levelled or 
reduced the one has at the same 
time brought down every tower- 
ing imagination of the other. Can 
he whom the providence of God 
has led into the valley of Humili- 
ation, continue to-swell with -faa- 
.cted excellence, and to think more 
-highly of himself than he ought to 
think? Surely he will humble 
himself under the mighty hand of 
4God, and will learn to think mo 
soberly and :more justly. He 
will feel that, so far from deserv- 
ing any thing at the hand of God, 
he is unworthy of the least of all 
his mercies—that instead of pre- 
tending that he of all others 
should be exempt from trouble, 
itis only of the Lord’s mercies 
that he is not utterly consumed. 
This wasevidently the impression 
made on the mind of Job by the 
visitations of the Almighty—and 
it will be manifest not only in the 
dispositions of the heart towards 
God, but in the temper, the lan- 
guage, and the conduct towards 
men. An afflicted yet proud 
Christian is indeed a lamentable 
sight. ‘ Lord I am not high- 
minded—l have no proud looks,” 
or imaginations, should not only 
be the expression of the humbled 
believer’s consciecusness, but be 
visiblein his whole deportment ; 
and wherever this is really expe- 
rienced and manifested,the storm 
of aijliction will cease to be over 
whelming, and will be gradually 
succeeded by serenity and peace. 
3. Humility will prepare the 
way fer thankfulness, which is an- 
other of the excellent fruits of 
sanctified afiliction. 
lost much of what constituted 
your earthly happiness ? 
vow been deprived of the support, 
the delicht, or the comfort of 
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your life? Are you suffering from 
privations of any kind, or from 
trials which are continually re- 
curring amidst the circumstances 
in which you dwell? Yet think of 
the multiplied blessing’s which still 
surround you—blessings, even ‘of 
a temporal nature, of which you 
are confessed unworthy—which 
you have, perhaps, long under- 
valued ; which the removal or 
the withholding of something o- 
verprized ‘has at length taught 
you to esteem aright. It some- 
times pleases the: Almighty to 
pour upon us aprofusion of boun- 
ties, which pride, or the inordi- 
nate desire of blessings yet denied, 
leads us to neglect, and compara- 
tively to despise. In such a case, 
is it not just by diminishing the 
stores which have heen thus un- 
thankfully received, emphatically 
to convince us of our ingratitude 
and folly ; andis it not merciful 
to teach us, even by this severe 
lesson, the value of what had once 
been bestowed, and of that which 
still remains ? The Sybil demand. 
ed as much for her diminished re- 
cords as for her perfect collection. 
From us, also, is the same tribute 
of gratatitude expected for bles- 
sings which are spared, as for a 
previously fuller cup ; and if we 
are disposed to regard with more 
tender affection our lessened por 
tion, to cherish it with greater and 
more Christian care, to be more 
devoutly thankful for it, and re- 
ally to derive more genuine hap- 
piness from ‘it than we knew be- 
fore, we may surely account this 
& peculiar blessing’; and even in 
this sense say, ** It is good for me 
that I have been afflicted.” 

‘But why do I speak of thankful- 
ness merely for semporal blessings ? 
However they may have been di- 


minished, or whatever may yet 
be denied, are there not blessings 
of infinite value, freely offered to 


all, and of which no earthly ca- 


lamities can deprive us? The rich- 
es of Divine goodness and mercy 
in eur redemption by Jesus Christ 
as far transcend all the treasures 
of this world, as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, as time is 
exceeded by eternity. The Chris. 
tian whose mind has been enlight- 
ened to perceive the grace of 
God revealed by the Gospel, 
whose. faith has embraced the 
promises or forgiveness and re- 
conciliation, and who has felt in 
himself the workings of the Spir- 
it of Christ, drawing up hié 
thoughts to high and heavenly 
things, must possess grounds of 
thankulness, and a fund of sup. 
port and happiness, which are in. 
finitely beyond the richest sourc. 
es merely of this world’s good, 
entirely independent of its influ: 
ence or control. It is, however, 
in the hour of distress and sorrow 
that the value of spiritual bles- 
sings is chiefly felt. We may, 
indeed, and under the influence 
of the grace of God, we undoubt- 
edly shall be at all times unfeign- 
edly thankful for the mercies of 
redemption; but when the earth. 
ly cistern is broken, or the human 
gourd withered—when the ob- 
jects of worldly expectation and 
delight shall no longer blossom, 
or shall cease to yield their accus- 
tomed fruit—vhen is it, that the 
Christian does most emphatically 
rejoice in the Lord, and joy in 
the God of his salvation ; then is 
Christ increasingly precious, his 
meditation more valuable, his 
yoke more easy, his promises of 
present and eternal rest more re- 
freshing and delightful. It is un- 
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der the presture, or in the pros- 
pect of affliction and trial, that 
the apostles are seen to break forth 
into praise and thanksgiving for 
the unspeakable blessings which 
are treasured up in Christ; and 
it is in similar circumstances that 
his disciples have most deeply felt 
their value. Jf, then, such a dis- 
position: of mind be, as it certain- 
ly ie, one greatly to be desired, 
and productive of important prac- 
tical consequences, the affliction 
which is the means of exciting it 
must be acknowledged to be even: 
tually a blessing. 

4. The loss or the denial of 
earthly good, and the increased 
conviction of the value of spiritu- 
al blessings will, under the Divine 
influence add greatly to the earn- 
estness and fervor of the Christian 
in theexercises of devotion. ** They,” 
says Archbishop Leighton,* 
«who have been used to the 
greatest heights of daily devotion, 
yet in surrounding calamities pray 
more fervently and more frequent- 
ly than ordinary, and this is to be 
numbered among the chief benefits at- 
tending affisctions 3; and it would 
surely be well worth our while to 
experience all the hardest press- 
ures of them, if we may gain this: 
that the languor and sloth, and 
stupidity into which our minds 
and our souls are ready insensibly 
to sink, while allis calm and se- 
rene about us, may be happily 
shaken off by something which 
the world may call an unhappy 
event—that some more violent 
gust of wind may fan the sacred 
flame, that seems almost extin- 
cuished, and blow it up into great 
er ardor.” It wasnot till the Is- 
raelites sorely felt the bondage 
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and the cruelty of Egypt, that 
they cried earnest/y to the Lord for 
deliverance. Had the sunshine 
of royal favor, in which they 
backed during the lifetime of Jo- 
seph, continued to follow them, 
it is but too probable that they 
would have been immersed in the 
idolatries and corruptions of the 
surrounding people, ard lost sight 
forever of the land of promise — 
It will be happy for us, if with 
the [sraelites, and “with the 
Psalmist,’’as the pious prelate just, 
quoted goes on to observe, “we 
should sometimes siak in deep wae 
ters, that so we, who in prosperi- 
ty do but whisper or mutter out 
our prayers, may from the depths 
cry aloud unto him. Oh how fre- 
quently and how ardently did 
David pray in the deserts, and in 
the caves, and out of the deep! 
Our vows are cruel to ourselves, 
if they demand nothing but gen- 
tle zephyrs and flowery fields, 
and calm repose, as the lot of our 
life : for these pleasant things ofe 
ten prove the most dangerousen- 
emies to ovr nobler and dearer 
life. Oh! how true is that say- 
ing, that prayer is fervent in 
straits, but in joyrul and prosper- 
ous circumstances, if not quite 
cold and dead, at least lukewarm. 
Oh! happy straits, if they favor 
our correspondence with Heaven, 
and quicken our love to celestial 
objects, without which, what we 
call life may more properly de- 
serve the name of death.”—It 
may be added, that together with 
the more frequent and fervent 
exercise of prayer, the word of God. 
will become far more valuable 
and delightful to the afflicted 
Christian. There are many parts 
ofthe Scripture which can only 
be rightly understood and cordi- 
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ally received under circumstanc- 
es of trial. On these a new and 
hely light will be shed bythe Spirit 
of God, and then will the Chris- 
tian truly say, ‘ Unless thy law 
had been my delight, 1 should 
then have perished in my affiic- 
tion.” * Thy statutes have been 
my songs in the house of-my pil- 
grimage.” 

>» But as-the increased fervor 
of our prayers for spiritual bles- 
sings, and addttional delight in 
the word of :Godl, is one of the 
consequences of sanctified afflic- 
tion, it does also, by a happy kind 
of necessity, drive the soul to fly 
as it were to seek its refuge under the 
wing of divine Goodness, and to fix 
ets hope upon God. And this is un- 
doubtedly another most important 
advantage which the pious soul 
gains by adversity, that it calls or 
rather tears away the affections 
from earthly objects, when obsti- 
nately adhering tothem. Tiow 
strongly the love of the world is 
naturally rooted in our hearts 
needs not to be insisted on—nor 
how absolutely essential it is, 
both to our present -peace and to 
our hope of heaven, that this 
should -be-subdued and even erad- 
scated. We are all naturally in- 
clined to wish fora double para- 
dise-—for one in the present world 
formed of all the objects which 
are, perhaps, in some cases inno- 
cently dear to us—from the unin- 
terrupted enjoyment of which we 
desire to be translated to that 
which has been regained in “alee 
en. But this must not, and c 
not be. There is but one saeclive 2 
for man, which, if we ace truly 
svise, we shall seek in the realms 
of unclouded light and purity. In 
the mean re we mest not be 
surprised, He, tc whom man is 
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dearer than to himecl{,* should 
defeat his plans, disappoint his 
hopes, and destroy the self form- 
ed fabric of his happiness. God 
loves his children truly ; but he 
loves'them severely. He will not, 
therefore, indulge them in that 
which may either ultimat ely 
prove their rnin, or even be inju- 
rious, though less fatally, to their 
spiritual avelfare. Like a wise 
tender parent, he chastises them 
in these particular ways which 
may be most conducive to their 
profit, that they may be partakers 
of his holiness. “* ‘He threatens,” 
says St. Chrysostom, * that he 
may not strike—he strikes, that 
he may not destroy.” And, be. 
hold! happy is the man whom 
the Almighty thus correcteth— 
who, by the destitution of crea- 
ture camforts, is led to place his 
hopes in the Lord his God, and 
whose expectation of happiness i is 
from him alone—who, from the 

failure of the earthly stream, is 
driven to the overflowing foun- 
tain of living water,of which who- 
so tasteth shall thirst no more— 
who is weaned from worldly 

hopes and dependencies, and is 
persuaded determinately to fix his 
aitections on thtngs above, where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of 
God. We may profess to do this, 
ard ina certain degree, we may 
really fulfil it even when sur- 
rounded by earthly blessings— 
but such a disposition of mind is 
far more generally the effect of 
sanctified affiiction ; and where. 
ever it 18 produced, it affords a 
peace, and even a_ happiness, 
which no circumstances mercly 
of this world can either give or 
take away. 
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6. Nor will this comparative 
abstraction from earthly objects 
lead to habits of tarren contem- 
plation and inactivity. On the 
contrary, sanctified atfiliction, 
while it will tend to refine and el- 
evatethe soul above this lower 
world, will ever be found to be 
productive of the most important 
practical consequences. It will lead 
the humble and awakened Chris. 
tian to far more faithful and dilt- 
gent self examination than le was 
previously accustomed to exercise. 
He will spare no evil habit in 
which \he had before too much 
acquiesced, ner any longer neg- 
lect the difficult and self denying 
duties to which he may have for- 
merly been unwilling to attend. 
'The voice of God has been heard 
loudly calling upon him to go and 
sin mo more, lest a worse thing be- 
fall him—to be zealous and re” 
pent—to strengthen the tHings 

vhich were ready to die—to give 
proof of his professed love of God 
and the Redeemer—to fulfil the 
aork peculiarly given him to do—to 
forget the things which are be- 
hind, and to reach forth to those 
which are before, pressing tow. 
ards the mark for the prize of the 
high catling of God in Christ Je. 
sus. Affiction, of which this is 
not in some measure the practi. 
cal result, which is not, at least, 
followed by a most sincere desire 
and purpose thns to grow in grace 
and to be fruitful in every good 
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was afflicted I: went astray, but - 


now I keep thy commandments.’” 
While sanctified afflictions wilk 
thus tend to quicken the subject 
of them in all holy obedience to 
the will of God, it will have w 
particular influence on the great 
Christian graces of patience and 
resignation. ‘l'’o producethese in 
the heart is evidently one of the 
most direct objecta of affliction. 
“« My brethren, count it all joy 
when ye fall into divers tempta- 
tions, knowing this, that the try 
ing of your faith worketh pa 
tience.”” Now whoever considera 
the condition of man upon earth, 
the variety of calamities to which 
he is exposed, and the certainty 
with which every one ought to 
anticipate his own share of them, 
can not surely complain, if by the 
all wise and gracious superinten- 
cence of his heavenly Father, 
some tribulation, which for the 
time may be deeply grievous, 
should prove the means of work~ 
ing patience, that temper of mind, 
of which all have need, that after 
we have done and suffered the 
will of God, we may at length 
‘inherit the promises”? Indeed 
of all the lovely train of heaven: 
ly graces which adorn the Chris. 
tian character, patience under the 
chastening hand of the Father of 
ouc spirits, and resignation to the 
appointments of his unerring wis. 
com, and houndless, though 
sometimes to-us mysterious good. 
ness, most eminentiy glorify 
God, and promote our spirituc 
improvement. They tendin an eg- 
pecial manner to produce that 
seit. denying, subdued, and pro. 
toundly sudamissivetemper, which 
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safest, and notwithstanding first 
impressions, the happiest, to be 
habitually maintained amidst the 
various changes and uncertainties 
of moral life-—-and which, by re- 
fining and invigorating the gen- 
eral character—by accustoming 
the Christian pilgrimto mortifica- 
tion, and the sacrifice of his own 
carnal and earthly inclinations to 
the holy will of God—and_ by 
enuring him to live and walk by 
faith, to look chiefly at things un- 
seen and eternal, to place his su- 
preme happiness and expectations 
of God, and to aspiré after a state 
in unchangeable and endless feli- 
city, forms the most direct and 
appropriate preparation for “ the 
inheritance of the saints in 
light.” 

I will only add, as to the prac- 
tical effects of sanctified affliction, 
that there is one other disposition 
to which it is peculiarly condu- 
cive ; and that is, sympathy with 
the afflictions of others. ‘The 
prosperous and the happy of this 
world may be benevolent, but 
they cannot deeply sympathise 
with the distressed. ‘l'here is a 
peculiar tenderness of affection, 
which cafi only be learnt in the 
Chistian school of affliction, 
which softens wjrhout unnerving 
the sou! y which leads it, with true 
generosity and lively feeling, ‘to 
rejoice with them that rejoice 5” 
and, above all, to ‘ weep with 
them that wep”? Doubiless, to 
promote this sympathetic dispost- 
tion, is One important part of the 
Divine intention in affliction ; an 
intention Which may be especially 
discerned in the Aumiliation and 
tufcrings of the Son of God. He was 
tempted or tried in all points 
like as we are, and is therefore 
both “ tauzhed with the feeling of 
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our infirmities,’ and * able to 
succour them that are tempted.”’ 
It would be easy to enlarge on 
this most interesting part of my 
subject ; for what afflicted Chris- 
tian ever failed to derive some of 
his highest consolation in reflect- 
ing on his humble and infinitely 
distant, yet teal cortespondence, 
in suffering with his exalted and 
gracious Savior. ‘* Though he 
were a Son, yet learned he obedi. 
ence by the things which he suf. 


fered.”’. “* For it became him, 


for whom are all things, to make 
the Captain of thcir salvation perfec: 
throuch suffering.” Can any real 
follower of his Lord and Master 
refuse to be made /ike him, or to 
arm himself with the same mind, 
especially remembering the dec- 
laration of the Apostle, “ that if 
we suffer with him, we shall aleo 
reign With him ?”? ‘This is surely 
a view which cannot but be both 
consoling and animating to the 
afficted Christian ; and which 
cannot be too diligently cultivat- 
ed, ButI must forbear. Ihave 
already trespassed too much on 
the patience of your readers, and 
cnly beg their farther atteftion, 
whilst, in conclusion, I introduce 
to tlieir notice, or ca)! to their re. 
collection, the following striking 
passages from the discovrses ot a 
most able and energetic writer, 
which comprises a very impor- 
tant view of this whole subject. 
“Since the Son of God incar- 
hate was made to pass through 2 
state of very severe sufferings, 
before he ascended up into heav- 
en ; and since his saints and ser- 
vants have, in this respect, been 
required to tread in his steps we 
cannot but know what our lot is 
like to be in going throuh the 
same world. Nor should we on- 
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ly learn to look for afflictions we 
should be willing to find them, 
when we reflect that they have 
fallen so largely to the share of 
so many persons-better than our- 
selves, and of the Son of God bim- 
aif. Nay, we should be even 
thankful {or our sufferings, did we 
consider the ends for which they 
are inflicted or us, and the greas 


good we receive from them.” 


«© We thank God perhaps, when 
wwe do thank him for prosperity, for 
health, pletity, success, and honor. 
We do well. They are the gifts 
of God’s providence, and demand 
eur acknowledgments. But they 
are not the oly blessings his good- 
pees confers on us. Adversity 
should be added to the number 
of his favors, and temembered in 
our most devout thanksgivings. 
Blessed be God, for pain, sickness, 
disappointment, distress ; and ev- 
éry one of those various evile with 
which the life of man is filled, 
and which are the subjects of our 
hasty complaints; evils which 
are our greatest good ; which af- 
flict, but purify, tedr and harrow 
up the soul, but prepare it for the 
seeds of virtue.”’ 

«“ Blessed be God, that he is 
hot so unkind as to try us by the 
most dangerous of all temptations 
uninterrupted prosperity.; that 
we are not undone by the accom- 
plishment of our wishes ; that he 
is pleased to chastise us with his 
legitimate children, and with hie 
dear and only begotten Son, 
whom we hope to follow, through 
the gate of the grave, to a ‘oye 
resurrection, and to be received 
by Him into those mansions 
which he is now preparing for us 
in heaven ; where he liveth and 


teigneth with the Father and the 
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Holy Spirit, one Ged, world withe 
out end.” 

I have only to add my earnest 
prayers, that such may be the 
blessed consequences of all ote 
afflictions. Cu. On. 


Mosse 


Metsri. Editors: 

Should you judge the follows 
ing extract of a letier from a Lae 
dy in Virginia to her Brother in 

onnecticut, worthy of a place in 
your useful publication, it is at 
your disposal. oi 

Virginia, Atgust 6th, 1814 
Dear Béoruze, | 
, Your letter, bearing date July 
Sth, came td us the 26th of the 
same month. Never was a lette 
more acceptable. With regar 
to your enquiries, 

Ast, “« Where are you 2» 

I answer, in Virginia, county 
of Monongalia, the capital of 
which is Morgahtown: We live 
one-fourth of a mile from thé 
bounds of Maryland, and two 
hundred miles southwest from 
Baltimore. a 
_ Quest. Sd.“ What mninisters 
are in your vicinity ?”’ 

Ans. One Baptist, who, I have 
been informed, lives about four. 
teen miles from us, and preaches 
there one sermon in each moathy 
The only preaching that I have 
heard of nearer than that since I 
came kere is seven miles distant g 
where a Methodist preaches one 
sermon every two weeke. But 
such is the badness of the roads, 
and the difficulty of leaving my 
babes, that I bave not heard 
him. 

Quest. Bd. ** What Mistiowm 
ries have you seen ?”* , 
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Ans. None! Nor can I hear 
that but one Presbyterian or Con- 
gregational minister ever passed 
this way. That was abont two 
yedrs since. The inhabitants 
Speak of him in terms of the high- 
est-respect. But I really believe 
that a person would be more like- 
ly to obtain salvation in Hindos. 
tan thanhere. Indeed, I cannot 
tell why this dismal part. of our 
land has been so utterly neglected 
- by those best and mast charitable 
of institt’’ ons, the Missionary So-~ 
cieties. 

It cannot be said of these as it 
truly may be of the people in the 
lower counties of this State ;— 
they have money and informa- 
tion, and it 1s altogether their own 
fault that they have not the gos- 
pel ; but here they have neither. 

Many men and women, some 
more than thirty years of age; 
were born among these moun- 
tains, or brought here when quite 
young, who never heard a Pres- 
byterian mifister preach, and ve- 
ry seldom any other, arid even 
know not their letters. Many 
heads of families and their nume- 
rous offspring cannot read at all ; 
atid these is no school within 
twelve miles. * 

Oh, my brother?! How my 
heart bleeds for the precious im- 
mortals around us, buried in igno- 
rance, sin and stupidity ; and al- 
to for myself.and family. 

Can you not be epareda little 
while fom your charge to visit 
ws? Can you not intercede for 
us in this dark benighted region, 
to the Trustees of the Missionary 
Society ? Can you not take a 
short mission and in your tour 
come to us? Do not forget us, I 
intreat you. - If you cannot come 
yourself; cannot some ene be 


Extract of a Leiter from a Lady to her Brother. 
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sent? I know of no place where 
such labors are more needed. 

4th. You ask, “ What‘are the 
religions sentiments and practices 
of the people, and how is the Sab. 
bath regarded ?” 

By this time Tf think you cag 
anticipate my answer, though FE 
can say their conduct is much 
better than I could expect from 
therm, considering human nature 
and their want of advantages. 

They generally admit the truth 
of divine revelation ; say religion 
is a fine thing ; wish they could 
have preaching on the Sabbath 5 
and be favored with schools, and 
seem to regret that they cannot 
read. ‘Fhey plead their poverty 
and distance from each other as 
their excuse for not having thete 
things. They are very friendly 
and hospitable. And though 
they do not pretend to labor on 
the Sabbath ; yet it is their cus. 
tom and one that prevails in Ma- 
ryland and Virginia, to visit, do 
errands and make bargains on 
that day. 

You ask ** What are our influ. 
ence and example 2”’ I feet thank- 
ful I-cantell you that we are noe 
inclined to follow their example. 
But always when they invite us to 
visit them on the Sabbath.;— 
we tell them plamly what we 
think of it, and give them our 
reasons why wethink so. When 
they come to visit ts, we read te 
them somé good book, and en- 
deavor to converse with them upe 
on divine things. 

But so wicked and deceitful is 
my heart:that I have to lament 
my own unfaithfulness. I am so 
stupid, that the things which I 
knew I need often to be told; 
and alas, there is nothing here to 
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stir up the mind to ought but 
grief. 

I am happy to find that my 
companion also feels the want of 
what we cannot here enjoy. And 
I often feel that I had rather be 
an honest beggar among poor 
people than to spend my days, 
and bring up and leave my dear 
babes, in sucha place as this. 

Oh, my brether! 1 think di- 
vine ordinances never appaared 
more precious than since I have 
been here. I do not believe it 
common for persons to estimate 
the glorious privileges af the 
blessed gospel as they ought, un- 
til they have been deprived of 
them, after having loved and en- 
joyedthem. It appears to me at 
times as though I could not en- 
dure to spend one Sabbath, and 
month and year after another; 
shut up in this wilderness; with 
my children growing up by me, 
and not be able to lead them to 
the house of God. | 

1 make it my practige to walk 
alone into a little grove of oaks, 
and especially on cf Sabbath, at 


the hour I think you are going to- 
the house of God ; there I think 


I feel somewhat as the children 
of Israel did when they hanged 
their harps on the willows and ex-. 
claimed : “ If I forget thee, O 
Jerusalem, let my right hand for- 
get hercunning. If I do not re- 
member thee, let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth : 
if I prefer not Jerusalem above 
my chief joy.”? There I reflect 
that my sins have justly deserved 
all this and much more. And it 
appears to me that 1 am suffering 

this banishment awhile, to teach 

me the value of what 1 did not 

rightly improve. At present I 


| Can see no way of escape. But 


- ment. 


An Exposition of Isaiah, xu. 2. : SOY 


while I live I hope I shall not 
cease to pray for deliverance till 
itcome. I think I never longed 
for any thing more than I now do 
to live where 1 can attend publie 
worship, where the Christian gra- 
ces are in lively-exercise, where I 
could once more enjoy the socie- 
y of pious and enlightened peo- 
ples 

And now, Brother, you know 
our situation, feelings and wants. 
We beseech you strive together 
with us by your prayers, that 
(Sod would tern again our captive 
ity, forgive our sins, and make 
the evening of our lives more 
comfortable and useful for Jesus’ 
take, Gonn. Mag. 


AN BEPOSETION OF 1sAtan 40, 2 


ir you think it worth a place 
in your valuable publicatien, I 
would offer, through its medium, 
a few words on the expression 
BOUBLE, aS we meet with it “in 
some places in the Gld Testa-: 
My reason is, becayse J 
apprehend its true meaning is not» 
understood, in general, in those 
places : it being considered adjece: 


tively, whereas | conceive it is’ re-" | 


ally a substantive, and of material 


consequence to be contidered as. 


such for the due understanding of 


those passages, and the comfort 
they are designed to afford. It ' 


signifies remission or forgiveness § 
and -is taken from a custom a- 
mong the ancient inhabitants of 
eastern countries (Jews and oth« 
ers) of doubling down the leaf in 
their. books of account where~ 
debts were paid. ‘This interpre- 
tation I had more than forty 
yeats ago from a very eminent 
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and learned divine, who said he 
collected it from Vitringa, of 
whose learning and knowledge in 
divinity (and in Hebrew especial- 
ly ) the late. Bishop Lowth speaks 
with the highest respect. The 
places ef Scripture to which I 
particularly refer. and in which 
the word dondle is to be under. 
Stood are, Isa. xl. 2; Isa. Ixi. 7; 
Zech. ix. 12. In all these com- 
fort and mercy, not anger or ven- 
geance, are the subject ; and as 
in the first of these t would ar- 
gue harshness or evén imjustice 
on the part of God to have ren- 
dered double to the desert of his 
ople’s sins, 80, considering the 
nature of sin and its infinite evil, 
it should seem impossible so to 
do. But what supports this con- 
jecture or mode of- interpretation 
not a little it, that in the repeti- 
tion of the word double. in Isa. lxi. 
‘7, in the latter part of the verte it 
is evidently translated subsantive- 
Ly, the double, whith would seem to 
refer to the very mode of inter- 
pretation I have suggested. - 
I would be far from presuming 
to offer the above from any au- 
thority or conjecture of my own, 
or from any desire to enter intoa 
controversy on the subject; but 
as thinking it may be useful, and 
to bring it forward for the consid- 
eration of thase who are more e- 
qual to determine on the case,and 
hoping it may be for the benefit 
and comfort of those who read 
the Scriptures with attention and 
desire of improvement. 
' * Gb. Obs. 
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country to country, endure fa- 
‘tigue and hunger, brave the rage 
of Jews and Gentiles, of civilized 
‘nations and barbarians, to preach 
doctrines, ‘that have little or no 
connexion with practice? Far 
from it : the doctrines they taught, 
if embraced sincerely, have been 
and still’ are productive of holy 
living ; while the contrary doc- 
trines have always had a contra. 
ry effect. - However unfashiona- 
ble the opinion may be with ma- 
ny, at the present day, it is never- 
theless true, that erroneous doc. 
trines will lead to sinful conduct. 
Do men gather grapes of thorns or 


Jigs of thistles ? A good tree cannot 


bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 
corrupt tree bring forth geod fruit ; 
but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 


fruit. Our Savior knew the hearts 


of men, and’ the’ connexion be- 
tween doctrinés and works, ‘and 
could judge unerringly of the ef- 
fects of error’on the lives of men, 
The decision, which he gave, isa. 
bundantly confirmed by observa. 


' tion, A careful ‘survey of men, 


their sentiments dnd conduct, will 
convince us, that, in morals, 
ora do not grow on thorns. 

’ Tf one believes, that God is so 
far above the human family, that 
he feels no concern, in what takes 
place among them, does not hear 
their prayers, overrules no events, 
nar requires any account of their 
actions ; the natural consequen- 
ces of these opinions will be, that 
this man‘will not have God in all his 


| thoughts ; he will not pray to him, 


nor fear to offend -him by pro- 
faneness or injustice. Such a 
man has no principle to guide his 
conduct but worldly policy ; no 
restraint on his passions but what 


self-interest imposes, ‘What sce 
Run the Apostles travel from © °° x 








i314, 


curity have others against his in- 
justice or rapacity ? The sad ef- 
fects of such libertine principles 
are clearly shewn, by the confus- 
ed and wretched state oi the world 
at the present time. 

If one does not believe, that 
Christ was God, with the Father 
in the beginning, he will not 4ox- 
or Christ as be honors the Father ; 
be will not pay him that adora- 
tion, love and obedience, which 
the Gospel requires. While he 
considers the Savior ag a mere 
man, he will treat his command- 
ments as the commandgents of 
men; he will entertain low 
thoughts of the Son of God ; he 
will be negligent and remiss in 
duty towards Him. 

If one does not believe, that 
the human heart is totally de- 
praved, he will not earnestly be- 
seech God to give him a new 
heart. He will not advance in 
holiness and virtue ; for he does 
not see, that he lacks these 
things. 

If one believes, that he is in- 
debted to Christ for nothing but 
the pardon of his sins, he will net 
feel that heart-felt love and grati- 
tude, which fills the soul, that as- 
¢ribes to the merits of the redeem- 
er’s sacrifice, righteousness, sancti 
cation and redemption, Can he con- 
sistently with his principles. ask 
the Father, for Christ’s sake, and 
in Christ’s name, for spiritual 
gifts and graces? And if he does 
not ask them in the name of 
Christ, has he any reason to ex- 
pect a favorable answer to his 
prayers ? 

* I€ one believes, that there is no 
bestowment of special grace, will 
he seek any ? Willhe not rather 
strive to enter ig at the strait gate, re- 
lying on his @wn strength, and 


On the Fendency, of Error. 



































309 


with low and Unyworthy mo. 
tives. ee ae 
If one does not believe the 
words of Christ,that eithout me ye 
gan do nothing ; or the sayipg of 
the Apostle, that it is not the 
Christian that lives but Christ 
that lives in him, will he live near 
to God? Wiil he sincerely and 
unreservedly give himself: up te 
the direction and-will of his Sav- 
ior > Will he not rather trust too 
much to himself, and zo on in his 
own strength when he ought to 
rely on the grace of God for abil- 
ity to run his Christian race? Is 
not this the reason why we see so 
many, who deny with assevera.- 
tion the divine sovereignty, and 
as strongly assert man’s ability to 
erform good works, come far 
short of the Christian standard, 
and live so as to bring dishonor 
upon the cause of Christ? They 


object against the doctrines of 


free grace and man’s moral ina- 
bility, because, they say, these are 
discouraging doctrines, and en- 
ough te paralyze all moral exer- 
tion. But this objection is so far 
from being true, that it is the ex- 
act reverse of the truth; for it 
leads men away from God, the 
reat fountain of living waters, 
and brings them to drogen cisterns 
that can hold no water. He, that 
Jives nearest to God will best o- 
bey his will; and he will live 
nearest to God, who puts all his 
trust and confidence in Him ? 

If one believes that the Sabbath 
is not haly time—he will not keep 
the day holy. He will spend in 
worldly business and amusements 
that sacred portion of his tempo- 
ral existence, which God has ap- 
pointed for religious improve- 
ment.and holy duties. He will 
lose the blessing attached to the 
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Obedience of the command. Hig 
children, allowed to spend the 
day in idleness, will contract hab- 
its of vice, and become noxious 
members of society. 

From the preceding observa- 
tions, we learn the fallacy of that 
maxim, 80 often repeated at the 
present day, ** That if a man 
thinks himself right, he is right ;” 
As if sincerity in any opinion 
made that opinion true. Accor- 
ding to this mazim—the_ blas.- 
pheming Jew, the deluded Ma- 
hometan, the idolatrous heathen, 
the superstitions papist, the seoff. 
ing infidel, the debauched epi- 
cure, and the cannibal savage, 
who eats the mangled limbs of his 
enemy, offered to his imaginary 
god, are all right; for I doubt 
not, that some of.all these classes 
are honest and sincere. Merciful 
Savior, may [ never crucify thee 
afresh by acknowledging so mon- 
strous anotion, May I never re- 
pay, by such a vile act of ingrati- 
tude, thy infinite condescension 
and love, which led thee to pass 


through unparalleled sufferings to, 


redeem sinners. 

We see how necessary it is for 
those, who are well instructed in 
the distinguishing doctrines of the 
Gospel, to teach them with forti- 
tude and diligence, disregarding 
the opposition and reproaches of 
the patrons of error. No wonder 
they are opposed to the truch, for 
its brilliant light discovers their 
shame and depravity. They, 
whose deéds are right, have noth- 
ing to fear from the dissemination 
ofteak. Ye know by their fruits 
those who walk in darkness ; they 
hate the light and will aot come to it, 
lest their evil deeds should be reprov- 
ed. i 


THE PEACE OF GOD. 


* Not as the world giveth,” 
says our Savior, “ give I peace.” 
The world speaks peate, when 
there is no peaee. Dissipation, 
variety of worldly business, world- 
ly cares, worldly company, riot, 
noise, intemperance, produce a fu 
mult, which banishes reflection, 
but cannot cause serenity, self- 
possession and composure. The 
sick man, who has recourse to opts 
wm and strong drink to lull his 
malady in a deceitiul oblivion, in- 
creases his pain and danger. 

The Christian seeks peace, by 
seeking pardon of God by repen- 
tance. ‘“ Acquaint thyself with 
Ged, and be at peace.””? He seeks 
peace, by keeping a watch on 
those preat destroyers of it, his 
passions. On these tuzoultuous 
waves he pours the oil of Chris- 
tian love, and they are calm.—+* 
Thus he lives—at peace with him- 
self, at peace with his God. 

Thus he lives; and when he 
quits this earthly scene—(like a 
river, whose banks are flowery, 
and whose waters limpid and 
smooth )—he glides, unruffled, in- 
to the ocean of eternity. Go, 
then, gentle Spirit, to the realms 
of peace, and enjoy the peace of 
God! in the bosom of thy father, 
and owr father. Wery pleasant hast 
thou. been untous during the time of 
thy sojourning here. Dovelike 
were thy manners; for the Spirit, 
which descended like a dove, ine 


, spired thee with every amiable dis- 


position, and above all, with the 
love of peace, national and public, 
as well as internal ; and d/essed are 
the peace-makers : theirs shall be the 
peace of God which passeth all 
understanding, in the kingdom of 
heaven. 
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In the kingdoms of the carts, 
indeed, there is seldom any lasting 
peace. What Christian but must 
drop a tear over the fertile realms 
ef christendom crimsoned withhu- 
man blood, shed at the instigatien 
ef the spirit of Apollyon, or the de- 
strover; taking bis abode in hearts 
which have rejected the HolyGhost, 
the spirit of love, the God of 

! May the rulers of the 
world receive the Spirit of Christ, 
and heal the wounds of the people ; 
s© shall they experience, in the 
hour of their own distress, the 
peace of God which passeth all 
understanding, and their erowns 
shall be immortal. 


. THE OBSERVANCE OF THE SAB- 
BATH. 


A late writer concludes his  e¢- 
tay upon the Sabbath day, in this 
mnanner;—"* How erronegus is the 
epinion whieh worldly men have 
of the. happiness of the children 
ef Ged ! Becausethey themselves 
cannot find any pleasure in piety, 
they conclude there is none to be 
enjoyed. But this is just as ab» 
surd and irratienal as if those who 
were born blind were to say that 
there is no pleasure to be enjoyed 
in seeing 3 or as if those who 
were born deaf were to say there 
is no pleasure in hearing. Those 
who see the beauties of nature, 
and hear and relish tae harmoni- 
eus sounds of music, have a wit- 
ness m themselves that there is a’ 
pleasure in seeing and hearing. 

, _ “Iris true, the observation of 
the Sabbath may not produce the 
same degree of pleasure to-all be- 


Kievers, But the diminution of 
their Wappiness bears an exact 


proportion to their faith. If 
their faith be lively and in strong 
exercise, their happiness will be 
great; but if their faith be weak 
and wavering, they cannot expect 
to reap an abundant harvest of 
joy-—Looking with a stedfast eye 
to Christ, and a strong faith in 
him in the careful observation of 
the Sabbath, will &ll the soul with. 
joy which is hardly surpassed by 
other joy, until we shall com. 
mence the celebration of that ev- 
erlasting Sabbath in the Heavens 
which God hath prepared as the 
eternal rest for his children."? 


po 
Gop’s OMNIFOTENCR. 


The doctrine of God’s total 


' inaction, in the morai and intel- 


leetual world, is irreligious and 
unphilosophical. The wisest hea- 
thens: exploded it. Fortunately 
it is refuted ia the strongest lan- 
guage of scripture. For afer our. 
Savior’s ascension, the Holy Spir- 


it was expressly promised, and. 


the ministration Of the Spirit, coe 
operating on the heart of man 
with the written word, is to con- 
tinue its energy, as it does at this 
hour, to the énd of timé. 

The Spirit of God is every 
where present, like the air which 
weinhale. Itis no less necessary 

to intellectual life, than the air to 
animal. ‘There is a remarkable 
passage, opposite to the present 
subject, in the meditations of An- 
tonius, which [shall give in the 
translation of Collier, and as it is 
quoted by Delany. | 

« Let your soul,” says the phi- 
losopher, “* regeive the Deity, as 


your: blood does the air; for the 


influences of the ene are ne less vi- 
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tal than the othet. This corres- 
ponden¢e is very practicable ; for 
there i8 an ambicit Omni-kisent 
Spirit, which lies as open and per- 
vious to yout miné, as the air you 
breathe does to your lungs. But 
then you must remember to be 
disposed to draw it.” 

“Tf,” continies Dr. Delany, 
“ this fractious gift of Heaveii 
should be denied, beeatise it is not 
found to dwell with the wicked, [ 
answer that men may a8 well ce. 
fy the éxistence of the dew, be- 
Cause it i8 not often fotind upon 
elods and filth, évén apon grass, 
trampled with polluted feet. 

“« Let the grace of God be con- 
sidered as having some . analogy, 
some resemblaricé to the dew of 
Heaven; the. dew of Heaven, 
Which falls alike upon all objects 
below it, as the grace of God doth 
upon all mankind, but resteth not 
upon things defiled. Purity abi- 
deth not with pollution.” — 

There isan elenténtal fire, the 
electrical fluid, diffused through 
all nature. Though unseén, rts 
énergy is mighty. So also the 
Divine Spirit actuated the intellec- 
tual world, omnipfegent, irresisti- 
ble, invisible. o 

Knox's Christ. Philot. 


—s 
EXTRACTS FROM LUTHER. 


Open thou mine eyes, that I may see 
qondrous things out of thy law— 
Psalm. exix. 18. 

Know, that the Holy Scrip- 
tures is 4 book which makes the 
wisdom of all other books folly, as 
noné teaches us eternal life but 
this alone. You must then, in 
the first place, despair of your 
own reaton and understanding, 


Extracts from Luther. 





Get 


and, falling tipo Your knees, 
mitst pray to God, with true ha- 
taility and éarneStne$’s, that he 
will bestow on you, fof the sake 
of his beloved Son, his Holy Spir- 
it, to enlighten you, guide you, 
and give youi understanding.—In 
the next place, you must read; 
With dillgent remarks and reflecs 
tions on what the Holy Ghost ine 
tends in thie Scriptures. And you, 
tnust beware of being wearied, 
or thinking that, after once or. 
twice, you have réad, heard, and 
said enough, and understood eve- 
ry thing tothe bottom ; for no 
divine évert did that, but they are 
like the untimely fruit, which falls 
off ere it is half ripe.—In the third 
place, trials are the true process 
which mist teach you, not only 
to Know ahd understand, but also 
to experience, how fight, low 
true, how sweet, how lively, how 
powetful, how consolatory tha 
Word of God is ; wisdom above 
all wisdom ! 


This is his name whereby he shall be 

called, The Lord our Righisous. 
’ wess.—Jer. xxiii. 6. 

~The natural man, since in all 
his works by which he would 
lease God, he i8 Uncértain and 
ull of doubt, can have no right 
to turti to God, and call upon 
him ; but shrinks back and flies 
from him, and must at last fall 
into hatred of God, and dispair s 
for when he comes to the real 
combat and must stand before 
the Judge, he feels and sees, that 
with all his lifé and works, he 
ean in no way whatever stand be. 
fore the anger of God ; but, not- 
withstanding all, must sink at 
once into the gulf. Now we must 
all be placed in such a necessity 
and in order td overcome, we 
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inust have another foundation 
than our own righteousness, or 
that of the law, even this eternal 
rightéousness of Christ, who now 
sits at thé right hand of the Fa- 
ther, whom the devil can never o- 
verthrew, and the justice of God 
can say nothing against. Me, in- 
deed, with all. my life and works: 
the devil can overthrow, by bring- 
ing before me the Divine law and 
wrath which earry every thing a- 
way before them; ay the wind 
drives away the feather: but, when 
imstéad of me and my works, [ 
point hit to the right hand of the 
Father, where my Lord Christ sit. 
teth, Him he is forced to leave, 
as he can neither condemn nor o- 
verthrow hitir 
| 

FRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE §0- 
ciETY. 

Soirie select Exttacte from the 
Correspondence of this Society, 
since thée-publication of the Ninth 
Annual Report; have been print- 
ed and circulated. We propose 
to give the substance. of them. 

1. From Copenhagen we learn, 
that the résolution of the Costi- 
mhittee to print 5000 aditional cop- 
ies of the fcelandicNew'Testament 
was on the point of being executed. 
« This generosity,” it is observed, 
“ towatds the poor Icelanders, 
could not have been applied to 
more deserving objects. Their 
assiduity in teading the Scriptures 
when they have access to them, 
and the veneration in which they 

hold their contents, give the full- 
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have in view will be attained m 
that island.” 
shortly to send a number of Bi- 








est anticipatory assurance that 
the grand object the committee 


It was intended 
bles and Testaments to Norway, 


where the want of the Scriptures 
20 
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was greatly felt. A farmef, éaget 
to possess the Bible, had offered 
acow at the next market town 
for one, but in vain. There Were 
none for sale, and those who pos- 
sessed a Bible would not sell it 
for any price. — 

2, From Zurich we learn, that 
the “ Bible Institution prospers 
‘wonderfully.” | 

_ 3. A Bible Society has been 
formed at Kanapa in Esthonia, 
under the patrenage of the Dean. 
in that district, Mr. Paterson 
states, that among 106,000 in- 
habitant¢; 200 Testaments are 
not to be fotind. Thousands had 
never seen a New Testament, and 
many pastors had it not in the 
vernacular tongue ; although 
there aré great numbers of very 
pious people, and among the rest, 
11,000 persons connectedwith the 
United Bréthren, in this district. 
An edition of 10,000 Testaments 
was to be forthwith ptinted. 
Another Bible Society, to be 
called the.Courland Bibie Socie. 
_ ty, has been formed at Mitat in 
Courland, with the full concur- 
rence of the principal clergy, and 
under. the, patronage of Count 
Meden, President of the Consisto- 
ty. The meeting for this purpose 
toak place in the hall belongin 
to the nobles, whete persons of ail 
ranks assembléd. The business 
was opened by Count Lieven.— 
“* The subscription,” says Mr, 
Paterson, “ I heat, will amount 
to. about 3000 rubles ; a sum, 
considering what this province 


has suffered by the calatnities of 


war, tore than double whatever 
could have been expected from 
the first meeting of the Society ¢ 
but a fire is kindled by the Lord 


in the Russian empite which: 


‘warme every heatt, atid inflanies 
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them with zeal to follow the ex- 
ample of their much beloved mon- 
arch,” | 

A third society has been form- 

ed at Riga, through the instru- 
mentality of the same indefatiga- 
ble servant of Christ, Mr. Pater- 
son, in which the Consistoty and 
some noblemen. took the chief 
lead. Mr. Paterson expects great 
things trom this: Society, which, 
after that of St. Petersburgh, he 
thinks will be the first on the Con- 
tinent. A foutth-Society has been 
formed at Dorpat, and a: fifth at 
Reval, still under the same kind of 
patronage, The society at this place 
are about to print a large edition 
of the New ‘Testament, and Mr. 
Paterson adds, “ the translation-in 
the Revalian dialect,.is supposed 
to be one of the best in Europe.” 
After completing these: great 
objects, Mr. Paterson returned to 
Petersburgh on the 23d of July, 
when he found that on “ the same 


day on: which the Society, was 
formed in Reval a Bible Soeiety 
had been established in Moscow. 
At the first meeting, the Bishop 
and:a namber of his clergy were 
present, and subscribed largely. 
‘The Bishop publicly thanked Mr. 
Pinkerton for the part he had ta- 
ken in the business. ‘This Socie- 
ty will prove of great importance 
to the cause in Russia. There are 
now seven: Bible Societies in the 
Russian empire, including that at 
Aboin Finland.” 

A peasant, living beyond Mos. 
cow, liad written to prince Calit- 
zin, the President of the Peters- 
burgh Society, begging a large 
folio Bible to read to. his family 
and neighbors, and sending five 
rubles to pay -for its carriage.—. 
Another peasant offered to sub- 
scribe 20 ritbles yearly, and pre- . 
sented “the Society - with some 
leather for binding the Bibles. 

Cu. Oa. 


Teetigious | Sntelligence. 


LETTERS FROM MR: NOTT. 





From the Conn. Magazine. 


Franklin, Sept. 15, 1814. 
Messrs. Editors, 

GenrLeMen—Tbe first letter fol- 
lowing, I received from my son in 
Bombay this day, just as I was about 
ty transmit the seeond to yous I now 
forward. both to you, the whole, or 
parts of which you will publish if you 
judge proper. 

I am Gentlemen, 

Your friend and brother 
In the Gospel Ministry. 
SAM’. NOTT, 


Bombay, july 28, 1815. 
Jy Dear Parenis, 
My last letter was written from this 


pace in March last, and sent by the 


way of Englaud ; 


That letter, which I hope you. wiil 
have received before the arrival of this, 
stated to vou our’ situation in this 
place. I mentioned in that, that the 
Bengal Governntent had advised that 
we should’ not be allowed to remain 
here, and my fears that we should ul- 
timately be sent toEngland. The expla- 
nation of ourconduct which we made 
to the Gevernment here,produced so fa-~ 
vorable an impression,that we had:be- 
gun to entertain great liopes of success: 
in our attempt, when a new difficulty. 
unexpectedly arose; a difficulty which 
makes our present situation very 
doubtful. The Alligator from Salem 
put into Calcutta: from stiess of 
weather,and was taken possession of by 
Government, because she had violated: 
her privilege with which she left your 
country, by cruising about the Cape of. 
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Good Hope to give information of the 
war to American ships. The Gover- 
nor has informed us ‘hat he fears ‘he 
shall be under the necessity of sending 
us to England, considering the fears 
which the General Government mani- 
fest that political and missionary pla- 
ces are, or may be mingled in the A- 
Merican mission. What will be the e- 
vent Gop onlyknows. The Governor 
here expresses his firm cenfidence in 
the integrity of eur designs ; and we 
yet indulge much hope and particular- 
ly, because we have not been ordered 
to go by the ships which will carry 
this letter. We know that the same 
Gop who delivered us once before,and 
brought us safely to this place, when 
every arrangement had been made for 
carrying us onboard aship forEngland, 
isable te deliverus now. We trust it 
will yet appear to beHis sovereign will; 
but still we endeavor to be prepared for 
the worst, and it would not be surpris- 
ing if we should be sent to England by 
the next ship.—I am happy to tell you 
that Gop has given, us a little daugh- 
ter born the 24th of May—a proper 
and healthy child. May she be the 
Loxp’s from infancy to age, and 
through eternity. 

We have determined to call her 
Harriet, after our deceased sister New- 
ell, whose early death we most deeply 
regret, ‘She circumstances of that 
distressing event you will probably 
have heard, before you receive this.— 
The LORD comfort her friends. 

Mrs, Nott enjoys very good health, 
and I may say the same of myself.— 
We live quietly in our own house with 
brother Hall, and have the common 
blessings ot life in sufficient abun- 
dance ; also kind friends to add to our 
comfort. We have heard nothing 
from you, since we left Americas We 
have been expecting to receive letters 
by the American vessel mentioned a- 
bove, but as yet we have received none. 
Ever since our last letter, brother Hall 
and I have been studying the Mahrat- 
ta language, under the tuition of our 
Bramin, with whom we converse con- 
siderably ; and have read a partofa 
book. This language is spoken by the 
inhabitants of this Island, and the 
neighboring Islands and country. This 
Island contains 220,000 inhabitants— 
aii buried in gross ingerance and stu- 


pidity; surely a number worthy of 
our exertions and prayers, if souls are 
truly valuable. Isuppose that this Isl- 
and with two adjacent ones contains 
more inhabitants than our native state. 
Oh how different their moral condition / 
In the one there are hundreds of thou- 
sands of Bibles ;—innumerable books to 
explain and enforce its doctrines, and 
present its hopes ;—multitudes of Minis- 
ters laboring, instructing, and awaken- 
tng ;—saints living upon the werd ;—o- 
beying their Heavenly Father ;—receiv- 
ing their comfort from His presence :— 
and above ail, the Holy Spirtt teaching 
ministers and churches to cry, Abba, 
Father, and frequently shedding down 
His influences, and bringing sinners 
from darkness to light.—Here there 
are some whoare called Christians. A- 
mong the few English there are, per- 
haps, nene that love the Lord. There 
are 30,600 Roman Catholics, but as ig- 
norant as the heathen. The remain- 
der are heathen or Mahomedans.—Ne 
Bibles—no religious books ; no knowl- 
edge of the doctrines of the gospel ;— 
no ministers giving them line upon 
line and ‘urging them to their happi- 
ness ;—no saints living upon the word ; 
no Holy Spirit :—and yet dying every 
dav, and going to the bar of GOD! 

In the midst of these things, mv 
heart is often insensible ;—but still I 
must beg you to feel for them and 
pray for them :—pray for them with 
earnestness and faith. 

We long to hear from you. I do not 
yet despair of hearing by the Salem 
Schooner. Oh, that we coujd have 
news of your prosperity, and especial- 
ly, that the church prospers, in the 
midst of the calamities which are fall- 
ing on the land. If the unhappy war 
should cease, you would have many op- 
portunities of sending to Calcutta tu 
the care of the Baptist brethren. 

August 15th. Lam happy to say that 
we are all well tothisdate. Wz. have 
just heard that brother Judson has 
gone to Rangoon. Brother Newell is 
at Ceylon waiting to join us. 

Your dutiful Son, 
SAM’.L. NOTT. 


BomBay, Dec. 22d. 1813. 
My Desr Parents, 
Thi smoruing [I directed to you a 
half s} set of paper written partly by 
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myself, and partly hy Mrs. Nott, and 
sent it off for the. Packet, which was 
then closing ; but understanding that 
the ships will not: sail til] to-morrow 
morning, I began a new letter.* I 
seem, my dear parents, in a kind of a- 
mMazement. I wonder and adore all 
GOD’s gracious deliverances in such 
an hour of distress as qgurs was yester- 
day. Qur going to England seemed 
then absolutely certain. Think of us 
packing up with all our might ; laying 
in stores for a six months’ voyage ;— 
settling our accounts ; receiving let- 
ters for England; parting with our 
friends ; sending our baggage out of 
the house; and then consider how 
pgs ames marvellous—how wor- 
thy of gratitude to find gurselves seat- 
ed writing, instead of going, and in- 
dulging the hope of being allowed to 
remain in this place. ‘Thus GQD has 
delivered us now. You have heard 
gome of the deliverances which have 
been wrought for us, since our arrival 
in India by some of our former commu- 
nications. We have been several times 
of the point of leaving for England, 
and Mrs. Nott was on the point of go- 
ing alone -after our departure from 
Bombay in the month of Octoher.t 
. [have not time to tell ali the par- 
ticulars of our very varied course.— 
We haye been very minute with the 
Board of Gommissioners. Behold, 
what God hath wrought! ! He hath 
not dealt with us after our de- 
serts— May He teach us to glorify Him, 
for what He has graciously done. I 
may almost say that humanly speaking, 
there is now, no doubt of our staying 
in Rombay.—Our friends at Qaleutta 
have qbtained the sanction of Lord 
Minto, the late Governor General to 
our stay, and likewise of Lord Moira 
the present. All that is new wanting 
is aformal order, which Lord Moira 
gaid wauld be very soon issued. As tp 
* The intelligence contained in the 
letter here allyde¢ to is comprised in 
is. 
* Mr. Nott and Hall attempted an 
escape to Ceylon in the month of Oc- 
tober on account of the severe opposi- 





tion made to their stay in Bombay, but . 


were brought baci- Mrs. Nott, par- 
ticularly notices this event in letters 
to her triends. 
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this Government our leaving Bombay 
in Oct. just as they were about to send 
us to England, and (which was not 
learnt by them till they had paid 4000 
Rupees for our passage) was displeas- 
ing to them. The Governor has be- 
come more favorable of late ; and in 
allowing us to stay, after having order- 
ed us to go, he has given a proot of 
this. He now implies that shou'd 
communications from Bengal be favor- 
able we shoule remain. 

We have made no progress in the 
Mahratta language of late, but hope 
soon to recommence the study of it 
with renewed vigor. Our varied 
troubles have been a very great hind- 
rance to our studies, Hitherto we 
have not preached in Bombay though 
we have usually had a very small 
meeting on the Sabbath in our own 
family. Should we remain here, the 
way will I trust be open to do much 
good by English preaching. —The late 
steps which have been taken by us, 
and concerning us, have excited much 
attention; and I hope will be the 
means of opening the doar te more use- 
fulness. We have many very kind 
friends, wha have stood by us in alk 
our trials. We have been much inter- 
ested by two Lieutenants in the Army 
lately hecome serious, and who seem 
peculiarly devoted. They have prom- 
ising talents, and bid fair fer useful- 
nes$. One of them is now sitting by 
me making a copy of some of our pa- 
“estes GOD has in this shown us a tos 

en for good. There are some othi- 
ers we hope, devoutly interested in 
our staying here. During our late 
wanderings, we have made, (not in- 
ded, of our own accord) a most iater- 
esting visit to Cochin, on the Malabar 
Coast. his is the place where Bu- 
chanan was : and in the neighborhood 
of which he saw the Jews and Syrian 
Ghristians. We intend to send home 
an account of our visit to Cochin, but 
hurried as we now are, me canrotda 
it, and T hardly dare to touch upon the 
subject in this haste. The Syrians 
seem a very poor people ; but live in 
villages neat and regular, in compari- 
son with those of the Natives. The 
Church which we saw, was large and 
handsome. ‘There were three Priests 
belonging to it, whose business seems 
to be principally to chaunt the Litur- 
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gy, (which is in Syriac a language not 
understood by the people) and per- 
form the prostrations and other cere- 
monies of their worship. Except on 
great Holidays they do not speak to 
the people. The people can but few 
of them read; and besides they have 
no books of religious instruction in the 
Vernacular tongue ; The only book of 
the kind in the village was a translation 
of a few forms of prayers ; a book of the 
size of the New-England Primer. Un- 
taught, how can they understand ?— 
But in my haste 1 should not enter on 
this subject.—Cochin is a most excel- 
Jent place far a mission.—Indeed there 
are many excellent places in this land. 
} wish much to hear of another arrival 
of American Missionaries. : 

I hope you are all well,that God has 
not diminished your number.—We are 
all tolerably well. Your fytyre letterg 
may be sent to Bombay. You will 
however need no directions : if they 
are sent to the Commissioner’s Agent. 
jm London, he will send them here. If 
they come by American ships they 
taust first cone to Calcutta. 

Your dutiful Son, 
SAM’L NOTT. 


ee oad 
BAPTIST MISSION IN ENDIA. 


The 235th Number of the Periodical 
Accounts of the Baptist Missionary 
Society, which brings down the histo- 
ry of Mission to the close of the year 
1812, is published. It is prefaced by 
some observations of the Committee, 
which serve to give a comprehensive 
view of its progress since the close of 
the year 1809. At that period there 
were six Stations, containing 191 mem- 
hers ; atthe close of 1819 there were 
twelve stations, and abeut 560 mem. 
bers. ‘The main part of what has been 
done in Calcutta, has been done in 
these three years. By circulating the 
Scriptures in the native languages, by 
preaching, and by the establishment 
of a large school, on Laneaster’s mod- 
ela strong impression has been made 
onthatcitv. During this period, not 
jess than 150 persons have been buptiz- 
ed in Calcutta and Scrampore :—a 
missio had been planted in Orissa, 
the scat of Juggernauth, where not on- 





Bupitst Mission in India 31 


ly have the Scriptures, in the language 
of the country, been liberally distribut- 
ed, even within the precincts of the 
temple, but the gospel has been dili- 
gently preached, and a church formed. 
of between thirty and forty members ; 
—the church in Jessor- has increased 
from thirty to eighty members :—the 
Gospel has been preached and church. 
es formed at Bheerboom, Agra, Dig- 
ah, Patna and Daca :—the word of 
God has been introduced into the 
Mahratta country, where many were 
reading it with apparent effect :—and 
three new stations have been occupied, 
vis. Columbo, Chittagong and Bom. 
ay. 

** Serampore and Calcutta.—Fifty- 
nine have been added to this church, 
the greater part of whom are natives 
of India of various religions.” ‘“* The 
Scriptures and scipture tracts in vari- 
gus languages have been largely dis-~ 
tributed hy the members of the church 
a‘oong their neichbors, their servants, 
ani the stranyers from various parts of 
India.” “Several of the younger mem j 
bers of the church have applied to the 
Study ot the Bangalee, Nagree and Per- 
sian ch:racters,to enable them to read 
the New Testament to their servants 
and neighbors.” “TheBenrevolent Insti- 
tution for the instruction of poor chil- 
dren, »as been this year extended to 
giris, who wit! the beys in a distinct 
apartment,amount to upwards of 300.’* 
— ‘A building, during this year, has 
been erected near the chapel, which 
will contain 800 children.” 

The impression made on the neigh. 
borhood by the conduct of the Mis-. 
sionaries, and the quiet manner in 
which they are heard by the natives, 
will appear by the following account 
of one of their excursions . ‘* Qn Janus 
ary 23, in the evening, the brethren 


Marshman and Ward went to Ishra. - 


The people in the bazar kindly accom- 
modated them with seats ; and nearly 
fifty sat down around them, to whoin 
they read and expounded the Ten 
Commandments, asking the people 
which of them they thought evil or ua- 
just. They answered, ‘ None ; they 
are all good.’ The tree then, said they, 
must be good from whence these 
branches come; and proceeded to 
shew them how every man by nature 
Was averse fiom these righteous com. 
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mandments, and of course from the 
God who gave them ; which state of 
mind must be a state of wickedness, 
and of the utmost danger. They then 
shewed them how Jesus Christ came 
into the world to deliver men both from 
the guiit and the dominion of sin ; and 
that their errand into this:country was 
wholly to bring a message of love, to 
make known these glad tidings to 
them, and beg them to come to Christ 
and share the blessings which they 
themselves enjoyed, appealing to them 
whether in the twelve years that they 
had resided near them, any thing 
had appeared in their conduct which 
could lead them to deem them enemies 
instead of friends? They answered, 
‘ No;’ and seemed extremely atten- 
tive to the discourse.” 

March 11. The Missionaries hav- 
ing heard that at Chagda, about 24 
miles from Serampore, a large con- 
course of people weuld be assembled, 
sent thither Jonathan Carey, with the 
native converts Deepchund and Vi- 
koontha. They arrived there the next 
morning at seven. ‘“‘ Here,” the itin- 
erants observed, “ the spectacle was 
exhibited which we seldom witness. 
The river, which at this place is about 
three quarters of a mile wide, re cove 
ered with men women and chiltren, 
nearly to the middle ofthestream. In 
ene place was a Brahntun and his train 
ot followers, dipping themselves with 
the greatest devotion in the sacred 
stream ; in another, a mother was seen 
dragging her shivering child into the 
yiver; in ahother, a Gooroo instruct- 
ing his disciples in the rites and cere- 
monies practised on these occasions ; 
in short, every one, from the grey head 
to the youth scarcely versed in idola- 
t:ous ceremonies, richand poor, Brak- 
mus and Shoodrzus, all seemed mtent 
on the same object: The immense 
crowds which threnged the shore 
seemed like‘a forest of heads. Some 
had travelled journeys of several days; 
some had come from Cluttagong, oth- 
ers from Orissa, and.from other parts 
of the country not less than a hundred 
miles distant. About seven in the 
morning we went out and Deepchund 
began to speak to the people ; but so 
ywreat Was the press that we were 0- 
dslized toclimb a boai which lay on 
the shure with its bostom upwards j= 


Baptist Mission in India. 
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from which place we declared to them 
the ineflicacy of the act they were per- 
forming to remove their sins, and 
pointed them to the Lamb of God.— 
The people listened with the greatest 
attention. After preaching for more 
than an hour, we brought from our own 
boat a number of scripture-tracts, but 
we were again obliged to ascend the 
boat, where the people followed us, 
clambering up the sides till the boat 
itself was covered with the crowd, alk 
eager to obtain books. Thinking our 
situation unsafe, on account of the 
pressure of the crowd, we retired to 
our own boat; but there also the peo- 
ple followed us for books ; some up to 
their necks in the water; some even 
swam to the boat, and having obtain- 
ed pamphlets, swam again to the 
shore. After resting a few minutes, 
we landed a little way higher up and 
ascending a small hillock, where a 
large number soon surrounded us, we 
again declared the truths of the Gos- 
pel. A young Brahmun, who said he 
was acquainted with Mr. Carey, rais- 
ed a shout among the people, crying 
out Huribul,*, which was soon vocife- 
rated by the whole crowd, so that all 
our efforts to be heard, were ineffect- 
ual. The noise having in some meas- 
ure subsided, we resumed our dis- 
Course. At length, Vikoonv’ha dis- 
covered some people from his rftive 
village, whom he addressed for more 
than an hour; after which a Brahman, 
whose house lay at the entrance into 
the town of Chagda, entreated us to 
come and explain this new doctrine,— 
We went, and hither a crowd followed 
us, to whom we explained our mes- 
sage During the discourse, a lew@ 
Brahmnn came up, and insulting us, 


said, that ifwe would bestow upon 





him the means of gratifying his lewd 
desires, he would become our disciple. 
Upon this, the Brahmun who had in- 
vited us took up the matter, upbraid- 
ed him for uttering such vile senti- 
ments, and continued disputing with 
him for aconsiderble time.’ I was 
glad to observe, that the people seem- 
ed to exult at his being put to shame. 
Having unanimously driven him away, 
they entreated us to proceed. Alter 





* A sort ofhuzza! as—Great is Di- 
ana of the Enhepsians. 
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preaching for a long time, we distribut- 
ed a number of tracts which the peo- 
ple received with the greatest eager- 
ness. From hence we went to the 
market, and from thence to a place 
where two robbers° were hung in 
chains: here the people’s attention 
was drawn off from our discourse, by a 
number of lewd fellows; and night 
coming: on, we returned. to the béat. 
In our way, we beheld a most gratify- 
ing spectacle: a number of people were 
sitting under a tree, growing close to 
an old temple in ruins, dedicated to 
Shiva; and in the midst of them,.a 
Brahmwn who had obtained a pamphlet 
was explaining its contents to the at- 
tentive crowd. "I could not help stop- 
ping to contemplate this scene for a 
moment—one of these ‘ images of di- 
vinity,’ with a poita hung round his 
neck who had just been’ bathing with 
the rést of the people in the sacred 
stream, and from whose lips nothing 
had ever proceeded but the praises of 
the gods, at the very door of the tem- 
ple too, within wliose walls he perhaps 
had: been- accustomed: to pay his idola- 
trous adorations, and from which ve- 
ry likely he had all his life received 
his maintenance—this.man became an 
unwitting teacher of the Gospel! This 
sight was so new and’ so cheering, 
that it compensated for all our troub« 
le. 
(To be continued.) 


VERMONT MISSIRNARY SOCIETY. 


The Vermont Missionary Society 
held their eighth annual meeting, at 


. Woodstock, Sept. 15, 1814. 


The Rev. Sylvester Sage was cho- 
sen Moderator, and the Rev. Jobn 
Hough, Secretry of the present meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Lewis Chapin of Jerichohaving 
advanced ten-dollays wes admitted a 
member of the Society for life. 

The Rev. Samuel Sargeant of Ches- 
ter, Rev. Jonathan Nye of Newfane, 
Rev. Jacob Allen of Tunbridge, Rev. 
Asaph Morgan;of Essex, Rev, Calvin 
Noble of Chelsea, Rev. Ralph Robin- 
son of Granvilie and Jabez Bennet, 
Esq. of Woodstock, having paid two 
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dollars, each, were admitted members 
of the Societ 


The report ofthe Trustees was read 
and accepted. 

The annual report of the Treasurer 
was luid before the Society, but itnot 
having been audited on account of the 
absence of the auditor, Voted, That it 
be submitted to the auditor, and if 
approved by him, accepted. 

The Society proceeded to the choice 
of officers and made’ the jollowing e- 
lections, for the ensuing year. 


Trustees. 


Hon. Cuartes Marsuy 
Col. Sern Storrs, 
Hon. Witi1am Hatt, 


SaMvEL Swirt, Esq. 


Prof. Freperick Hatt, 

Doct. WittiaM G. Hooker, 

Rev. Asa Burton, D.D. . 

Rev. Sysvester Sace, 

Rey. Joun Fitcn, 

Rev. Hemaw BAttu,. 

Rev. THomas A. MeRrILr, ? 
Rev. Joun Hovucu. . 


Secretary. 

Rey. Tuomas A. MERRIAB, ; 
Freasurer. 

Col. Seru Storrs. 
Auditor 

Doct. Witi1aM G. Hooxesg, 


Receivers, Rev. Sylvester Sage, 
Westminster; Mr. Zebulon Lyon, 
Royalton ; Deac. Enos Smith, Chelsea ; 
Rev. Leonard Worcester, Peacham ; 
Rev. John Willard, Lunenburgh ; Hon. 
Elijah Strong, Brownington ; Rev: 
Benjamin Wooster, Fairfield ; Joseph 
Phelps, Esq. South Hero; Rev. Asaph 
Morgan, Essex ; Rev. Chester Wright 
Montpelier ; David Edmond, Esq: 
Vergennes; Mr: Enos Merrill, Castle- 
ton ; Col. Stephen Martindale, Dor- 
set. 

Voted, That the first meeting of the 
Trustees be held, at the house of the 
Rev. Thomas A. Merrill of Middle- 


bury, on the 18th of Oct. next at 12 


o’clock— 

At 2 o’clock, the Missionary Ser- 
mon was delivered by the Rev. Asa 
Lyon. 
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Voted, That the Secretary be direct- 
ed to return the thanks of the Society 
to the Rev.Mr. Lyon for his Missionary 
Sermon, to request a copy for the 
press, and should the request be gran- 
ted, to procure the printing of 500 cop- 
jes. 

Voted; That the Rev. Caleb Burge, 
be appointed to preach a missionary 
Sermon before the Society, at the next 
annual meeting, and that the Rev. Mr. 
Sage, be his substitute. 

Voted, That the Trustees be in- 
structed te employ some suitable per- 
son or persons to travel through the 
vacant towns in this State and make 
preposals of assistan¢e to such socie- 
ties as are unable to support the gos- 

i constantly, and also to assist in 
ales Societies, and to use all prop. 
er exertions to induce sotieties, in 
such towns as are not likely to settle a 
minister to unite and settle a minister 
over several societies with the assist. 
ance of the Missionary Society. 

Adjourned, Séne die. 

| JOHN HOUGH, 
See. Pro. Tem: 


N.B. Thenext annual meeting of 
the Vt. Miss: Society is to be holden 
at Benson, on Thursday next follow- 
the Second Tuesday in Sept. 1814, at 
9 o’clock, A. M. 


MEETING OF TRUSTEES. 


The Trustees of the Vt. Miss. Soci- 
ety, at sheir annual meeting Oct, 18, 
1814, appointed the following gentle- 
men, a Committee of Misstons, for the 
ensuing year. 


Rev. Asa Burton, D.D. 
Joun Fires, 
Tuomas A. MerriLt, 
Joun HovucH, 

Col. Sern Storms. 


The Trustees voted to comply with 
the preceding instructions of the So- 


ciety, and to procure as soon as Cofiven- 


Vermont Missionary Societi:. 


Océ: 


ient one or more suitable persons t6 
engage in their service and aid in aé- 
complishing the very desirable objects 
therein specified. 


< 


— 
OBITUARY. 


Died at Newfane, in Aug. last Rev: 
Hezex1au Taytor, senior Pastor 
of the Congregational Church in that 
place, aged about 65. 
| In Georgia, a short time since, Rev. 
Oxiver HuLeurn, formerly prafes- 
= of languages in Middlebuy Gol- 
lege. 
In England Rev. &: Palmer, at the 
Sale of whose books the pulpet Bible 
of the celebrated John Bunyan was pur- 
ehased by Mr. Whitbread, M. P. at 
the price of 20 guineas. 

At Philadelphia, Rt. Rev. Doctor 
Michaél Egan, the first Roman Catho- 
lic bishop of Philadelphia in the 53d 
year of his age. 

At Killingworth, Conn. on the 20th 
ult. Rev. Achilles Mansfield, aged 63. 

At Rochester, Rev. Jonathan Moore, 
aged 75. 

Ifi Charleston, S.C. Rev. Dr. Zeaac 
S. Keith: 7 
z In Saybrook, Rev: S. Maus, aged 

2. 
In Cape May, Rev: Davip Eo- 
WARDS: 

In Warham, Mass, Rey. Rufus An- 
derson. 

In Weston, Mass, Rev: Dr. Samue! 
Kendal, aged 62. 

In Medfield, Mass. on the 28th of 
Feb. last, Rev. Dr. Thomas Prentess; 
aged 66. 

In Belehertown, Mass: March 8th, 
Rev: Justus Forwarp: 

In Enfield, Conn. Rev. Georce AT- 
WELL: 

In Fairfax County, Va: Mr: Paitir 
Bve tt, aged 115: 

In Saybrook; Rey: Ricuarp E&Y 
aged 81. 


NONATIONS TO THE VERMONT MISSIONARY SOCIETY: 


¥rom Young ladies, Richmond, 
Female Socicty, Jericho. - 


Two Young ladies, Rutland, on Black-River, N. Y. 





